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|Russia Has Two Systems: o o ' ' , N !
One Really Is New ' o ' '

By CHARLES W. CORDDRY
o [Washington Bureau of The Sunl

Washington, Nov. 11—0fficials ‘ “ o . L i
here offer a quite simple ex-| . . T ool 1
planation for calling fo world o T . . T i
attention only recently the or- L : B ' '
bital ..bornb system which the
Soviet Union has heen claiming| -
to have for more than two years. S . Lo : g : |

They assert uncquivocally that' : : o R ; R ¢
the “fractional orbital bombard-' o ‘ ' SN T
{ment system” discussed Novems o e S L 4
ber 3 by Robert S. McNamara, _ - . T IR 3
Secretary of Defense, 'is not the . - ol e . B 4
‘device the Russians displayed : . ) ‘

|claimed they could employ to o L : ; o
‘{put bombs in orbit, E S - o L ’

The . mechanism paraded in{developed in America - rath .
|Red Square in 1965, described jrapidly, McNamara said, but i i
as being 115 feet long, 10 feet |would not be an improvement
|in diameter and having three |on weapons in hand. Therefore, .
|stages, was given the Western |he said, “we have ng intention

code name of SCRAG, of revising the deeision made: Ty |
30 Megatons some years ago” to reject the s .. . S o
It came to be regarded in va- concept, o . i

Jrious Western quarters, notably.| The Secretary was asked why
‘the .Institute for Strgtegic Stud-ilthe Soviet development was. an->
_{les in London, as being capable! nounced here just now. - Coa
of lifting a 30-megaton warhead. | = «qyr . .
||A Soviet publication, -Ogonock, . 1.5 Ol been in the last!
spoke of 100 mevatons {month or two that we’ve seen .
g . ; : y
All this can be disregarded en-600Ugh tests, enough evidence ;
tirely, officials here say in ex-|0f tests, to lead us to this. -
blaining why it is only now that [conclusion,” he said. Congres-
they are spotlighting 'the Soviet |sional committees -had beeny .
development and further noting |briefed on it and it was “quite . : L :
it still is.in a flight test status. appropriate that we announce'it & - ‘ S . e
.ghey believe, if the Russians SO publicly at this time.” R Y Coh Pk
idesire, the fractional orbital{ - IR : T B
'bomh’ can be an- operational Evolved Over A Year . 1 A PE
‘Weapons (System some tlme next Looklng baqk, Offlc.lals can See‘,"‘: ’ ‘ . ) . - : ; N
lyear. . that the Soviet orbital system' o : o

Fi o

First Public Clue -~ |Probably has been ey{olving_for’;;;é = SRR R R
The first public clue that|™M9re than a year. It is possible S

] h that a test launching of some’™
ASCRAG and the orbital bomb o3 i
iwere different came this week g(;xl:t ggg aitempted'in Sep tem: b ,
when Paul H. Nitze, -Deput , : ' R C o o 2
Defense Secretary, was skt I The New York Times reported 1 o : R
‘congressional hearings whether that Western tracking stations g ' '
SCRAG was the delivery vehicle|0DServed the breakup of that ve-
for the bomb. hicle into at least 80 picces. o

“No, 1 believe not,” he re- fl‘he Russi.an,s did not announce ..
|plicd. 'The matter was not then|this launching, nor a second in,.;
pursued. - November, 1966, - o f
Officials say that the fraction-| Thereafler, the Russians be-,,:
al orbital bombardment system[gan to announce the flights — it
|employs as a hooster the stand-|giving them numbers: in theiry’ .
ard rocket of the big Soviet|Cosmos series — which lately; - S :
intercontinental missile, called|have led to almost conclusive . .; b
58-9. For the orbital system,|judgment here that they area - - ' ‘ ' '
different top stages are used. testing a weapon. system thatr: . e T .
The ecstimate McNamara gaveleould place a bomb in a 100--; 5 : S — L :
was that a warhead of 1 to 3|mile-high orbit to be delivered DL S S e ‘ LE -
megatons could be carried.hy|on a target before completing .y T 2
this system,i: . a full circuit of the earth, .
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